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1_._ Trials 

1.1. Trial NINO 53 

The goal of the trial 53 which ran from February 4th to 8th was 
the training of the new operators who worked in 3 shifts, 
supervised by the pilot plant personnel. Less analyses than 
usually were made, because our attention was focused mainly 
on the practice. Nevertheless a total nitrate reduction was 
achieved during the main part of the trial. 

1.2. Trial NINO 54 

The trial NINO 54 ran from 12th to 20th February in order to 
present the pilot plant in operation' to Messrs. B. Semp, 

B. Poorbaugh and H. Burnley from Richmond. The fermenter was 
cooled down during the week-end and! started again on Monday the 
11th of February without problems. A total nitrate reduction 
was achieved before and after the week-end. 

1.3. Trial NINO 55 

The trial NINO 1 55 has been' running since February 25th and will 
continue until the end of the first week of March (the fermenter 
will be cooled down during the week-end). 

The objective of this very important trial is to treat the 
RL-feedstock sent by R + D PM USA in order to produce three 
different extracts which will be returned to Richmond for 
sheet making! (Ref. 1). Conclusions and results will be available 
in next month's report. 


2■ _ Pilot Plant 

See monthly report : "Pilot Plant Operations" 1 , February 1980, 
C. Ruf. 


3j_ NINO/RCB trials 

See monthly report : "Reconstituted Tobacco II", February 1980, _) 

A. Robbiani. 
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4. 


Nitrate Reduction of Strips 


See monthly report : "Unit Operations II", February 1980, 
P. Karbacher, N. Liithi. 


5_._ NINOMASS 

See monthly report : "Unit Operations I", February 1980, 
P. Karbacher. 


6. Miscellaneous 


6.1. The undersigned went to Richmond from January 29th to 
February 6th to visit the R + D Center and different plants 
(RCB, Park 500, etc...). He participated in the denitration 
meeting and discussed the comparative trial which is still 1 
running now in the NINO pilot plant. 

6.2. As mentioned above 1.2.}, Mr. B. Semp (R + B 
Richmond) H. Burnley (Engineering Richmond) and B. Poorbaugh' 
(Park 500) came to NeuchStel on February 15th in order to 
visit the pilot plant and to collect some informations 
concerning the NINO process (Ref. 2) . 

6.3. The final reports on NINO trials 46 to 52 and the annual 
report were written by B. Krasna. 


7. _ References 

Ref. 1 : Letter to H. Friedrich from G. Gellatly, February 2otlv 
1980, "Denitration Processes Comparison". 

Ref. 2 : Memo to H. Friedrich from B. Krasna, February 20th> 
1980, "Visit of H. Burnley, B. Poorbaugh and B. Semp 
to FTR". 
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